Church of Saint Columba
1914 - 2014

This book is dedicated to our parishioners
and founding members who have gone before us.

We are committed to be a light in the heart of the Midway.

With the grace of God we will accomplish this mission
by serving the people through the ministries of:
Worship, Evangelization, Community Building,

Stewardship, Pastoral Care, Education
Justice and Peace.

Phuong Cham

Cong Poan Coéng Gido Pic Me Pong Cong 1a mot cong doan
Viét Nam thudc gido xir Saint Columba, St. Paul.
Cong Doan Me Pong Cong dugc thanh 1ap nham:
Quy tu va lién két c4c gia dinh Cong Gido dé Tho Phuong,
Tan Ta, va Ngoi Khe Thién Chua.

Song va loan truyén Loi Chtia qua cidc muc vu: Cir hanh Phung
Vu va cac Bi Tich caa Gido Hoi, Trao doi va séng due tin
Cong Giao, Chuyén cham phuc vu moi nguoi qua:

Tham gia cong cudc truyén gido cua Gido Hoi, Co vo
tinh than hiép nhat, C6 v6 tinh than tuong than tuong ai,
Chim soc cac nhu cau thiéng liéng, Bao ton va phat huy cac
phong hoa Viét Nam.
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Rew. J. 8. Hoang Dink Nguyen, Hastor
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the Church of Saint Columba, Saint Paul, MN
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March 7, 2014

Reverend Hoang Nguyen

7oy

Pastor, Church of St. Columba
1327 Lafond Avenue
St. Paul, MN 55104

Dear Father Nguyen and Faithful Parishioners of St. Columba Church,

It is a great joy for me to offer you my enthusiastic congratulations on the
100™ Anniversary of your parish. I am looking forward to celebrating this event with you on
September 28, 2014.

Your parish community has seen many changes since your founding pastor,
Father Michael Casey, offered the first Mass in the parish in a small store on the corner of
Hamline Avenue at Thomas. The number of families at the time was about one hundred and the
weekly collection $125.00.

Father Casey would spend the next forty-four years as the parish’s leader, building at first
an A-frame church which was replaced in1950 by your present, handsome structure. Work
began on the school in 1922 under the administration of the Sisters of St. Joseph. It continued in
existence until a few years ago, but provided excellent education and formation during the years
it ' was open.

Today, the make-up of the parish includes a large population of Vietnamese families who
have found in St. Columba a spiritual home where they are able to express their Catholic faith in
the traditions of their motherland. I am especially grateful for your own positive leadership as
you guide both the Anglo and Vietnamese parishioners to greater paths of holiness.

Again, I offer you my heartfelt congratulations! May the Lord grant you and your
parishioners many more years of life-giving ministry. Please know of my continued prayers for
all of you as you embark on this 100" Anniversary.

With every good wish and a remembrance in my prayer, I remain
Cordially yours in Christ,

¢ Nt A —

The Most Reverend John C. Nienstedt
Archbishop of Saint Paul and Minneapolis

/dkt

226 SUMMIT AVENUE * ST. PAUL, MINNESOTA 55102-2197 * TEL: (651) 291-4511 * Fax: (651) 291-4549

E-MAIL: thielend@archspm.org
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Church of St. Columba

My Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

Greeting of peace and love in the celebration of Saint Columba’s 100™ Year Anniversary! It is
my joy to celebrate this historical event with all the parishioners of Saint Columba. Indeed, it is
a joyful celebration for the parish when we come together to celebrate this historical event.
When celebrating the 100™ Year Anniversary, we want to acknowledge the wonderful and
significant presence of Saint Columba in the Midway area, Saint Paul. Following our mission
states, “to be a light in the heart of the Midway”, Saint Columba is committed to serve this
community in many aspects of life: both community and spiritually.

When looking back our one hundred years, we are proud for the many things that our parish has
accomplished in a century. Under the eyes of faith, all the good works that have been
accomplished is God’s abundant graces that have been given to our community. Thus, as we
pause to reflect on all we have accomplished, we need to be silent so that we are able to praise
our Almighty God as the author of Psalm wrote “I will give thanks to you, O Lord, with all my
heart. I will declare all your wondrous deeds.” (Ps. 9:2). With this proclamation in the
celebration of 100™ Year Anniversary, each one of us should always have a sense of gratitude
and thanksgiving because “give thanks to the Lord, for his mercy endures forever.” (Ps. 136)

Beside this, we cannot forget those who have had an impact in the life of our parish in the past
one hundred years. We have to remember those who have forth energy and talent to build, to
develop, and to preserve this parish. We remember specially our former pastors, benefactors,
and all the past and present parishioners of Saint Columba.

With this attitude, let each one of us recollect on the past century with a sense of gratitude for all
things have been done through Saint Columba. This reflection will help us to continue to build,
to develop, and to preserve this parish going into a new era as Saint Columba’s Mission “to be a
light in the heart of the Midway”. As a community of faith, we look forward to grow ever
stronger in faith, hope, and charity.

On this special occasion, I would take this opportunity to congratulate our parish on our 100™
Year Anniversary. May God, through the intercession of Our Blessed Virgin Mary, Saint
Joseph, and Saint Columba, bestow on each one of you and your families an abundance of his

graces.

Yours in Christ,

7

Rev. J.B. Héi

1327 Lafond Avenue ¢ St. Paul, MN 55104 ¢ (651) 645-9179 « Fax (651) 645-1970
www.stcolumba.org

Nguyen, pastor
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Church of St. Columba

Quy 0ng ba anh chi em trong Chua Kit0,

Mumg ky niém 100 ndm thanh 18p Gido Xur 1a mimg mot mdc lich sir quan trong ma hom nay
moi thanh vién gido xur dang chia sé dé vui mimg. T6i vui mimg khi dugc chia sé niém vui
nay vdi toan the cong dong dan Chia gido xtr Saint Columba. H6m nay khi mimg 100 nam
thanh 14p 14 m3i ngudi chung ta dang mudn ghi ddu mot su kién rat dang tran quy vé sy hién
dién cua gido x Saint Columba tai khu vuc Midway, thanh phé Saint Paul. Vi vai tro 1a

“dnh sdng soi t6 cho moi nguoi ving Midway”, giao xa Saint Columba di gép phan khong
nho vao doi séng tam linh va xa hoi ciia nhimg ngudi sdng trong ving Midway nay.

Khi nhin lai chang duong 100 ndm cua gido xur, chung ta hanh dién cho nhiing gi ma gido xur
da lam dugce trong mot ky nguyén qua. Dudi con mét Pirc Tin, thi nhitng thanh qua c¢6 duge
12 do Chiia da chic lanh va ban on rat dic biét cho gido x. Vi vay khi nhin lai nhitng thanh
qué do, ching ta phai dimg lai dé cing cét 1én 1di ca nggi Chtia nhu sach Thanh Vinh da viét
“Lay Chila, con hét long cam ta, ké ra ddy mudn viéc Chiia da lam.” (Tv. 9:2). Véi 1oi ca
ngoi ciia Thanh Vinh nhan dip ky niém 100 niam thanh 1ap, mdi thanh vién trong gido xu hay
mang trong minh tim tinh tri n va cam ta vi “muén ngan doi Chiia van tron tinh thuong.”
(Tv.136).

Bén canh do, chung ta ciing khong quén dén nhing ngudi di c6 cong xdy dung gido xur trong
moét ky nguyén qua. Nhitng nguoi da bo biét bao nhiéu cong strc dé xay dung, phat huy, va
béo ton gido xir cho dén ngay hom nay. Trong s6 d6 phai ké dén cac cha cyu chanh/pho xur,
c4c vi an nhan, than nhén, va tt ca moi ngudi di cung chung vai xay dung va bao ton gido
xQ.

Trong tam tinh d6, chung ta cung cui dau dé hoi tuong lai mot ky nguyén da qua voi nhimg
viée tot lanh ma gido xir dd lam. Va qua viéc hdi tuong nay sé giup mdi nguoi trong chiing
ta tiép tuc phat huy tinh than va phuong cham cua gido xur trong ky nguyén moi nay. Va
cung v6i nhau, moi ngudi chung ta hdy nhin vé tuong lai voi mét tinh than xay dung va phat
trién giao xu trong Puc Tin, Buc Cay, va DPuc Ai

Nhan dip mimg 100 ndm thanh 1ap gido xu, toi goi 10i chiic mimg dén toan thé cong dong
dan Chua gido xir Saint Columba. Xin Chua, qua su chuyén cau cua Me Maria rat thanh,
Thanh Ca Giuse, Thanh Columba, ban muon on lanh xudng trén tat ca moi nguoi.

Chan thanh trong Chua Kito,
= 7

bt 7,

Rev. J.B. Nguy nH Hoang, chanh xtr

1327 Lafond Avenue ¢ St. Paul, MN 55104 ¢ (651) 645-9179 « Fax (651) 645-1970
www.stcolumba.org




The History of St. Columba

The Story of The Church of Saint ColumbaThe par-
ish of St. Columba was established September 1st
1914. On that day Archbishop John Ireland-
clarum ac venerabile nomen-wrote a letter to the
Reverend Michael J. Casey, appointing him Pas-
tor of the new parish. Father Casey was then Pastor
of St. Mary’s, Beardsley, Big Stone County, Minne-
sota, to which he had been assigned immediately
after his ordination to the priesthood on June 12th,
1906. He had thus eight years of pastoral experience
before coming to the Hamline District. Evidently the
Archbishop did not regard the new appointment as a
sinecure, as appears from his letter which runs as
follows:

St. Paul, September 1, 1914
Reverence dear Father:

I am opening a new parish in St. Paul, in what we
call the Hamline District. I am willing to put you
in charge of it, remembering what you told me of
your readiness to do hard work and be patient.

Please close up your affairs in Beardsley next
Sunday and come to St. Paul, where you will re-
ceive from me further instructions.

Fr. Printon of St. Andrew’s, the nearest parish to
Hamline, has a large house, and is glad to receive
you as a boarder, and a helper, until such time as
you will be able to find a place for Mass in your
own district.

Your successor in Beardsley will be there next
week.

Sincerely yours,

John Ireland

Like the church herself the most fascinating chapter
in the history of a parish is the one that records its
early years. Not intending to compare small things
with great, yet there does seem to be an analogy be-
tween the infancy of our parish and that of the
Church. Both of them were inauspicious in their be-
ginnings. Doubtless the same is true of many new

parishes. The Catho-
lics of Hamline were
a feeble fold and few;
and living in the
midst of a predomi-
nantly Protestant
community, they
were doubtful
whether a parish
could ever be devel-
oped in a district
whose population, for
the most part, was

profoundly antago-

) . Founding Pastor, Rev. Michael J. Casey
nistic to the Catholic

Church. To add to the pessimism the First World
War had just broken out that they were filled with
anxiety and secret fears. They knew not what the
morrow might bring forth. At the first meeting called
by the new Pastor only thirteen men were present.
They started a building fund by subscribing $125 in
cash and $600 in pledges. To use a football phrase
“the kick-off” was very bad. But many a bad kick-off
is followed by a brilliant victory; and so it happened
in this case after a long period of struggling and fail-
ing, struggling and succeeding, elation and despon-
dency.

Not daunted however, by prospective difficulties,
and leaning on the strong arm of God, who he knew
was on his side, the Pastor proceeded to organize the
parish. After the Archbishop had graciously allowed
him to name it, and had fixed the boundaries—from
Grotto Street to Prior Avenue, and from University
Avenue to the Railroad tracks—he began to look up a
suitable location for the future parish plant. Only
two were available: one on Lexington Avenue be-
tween Lafond and Seminary; the other the present
site. This latter comprised 13 lots 40’ X 125’; all other
others in the block were already occupied by dwell-
ings. It was the more central of the two locations.
Many a time since then has he deeply deplored that
he was unable to acquire more property. For two
years he went without any salary; and the $6,000 he
paid for the thirteen lots was loaned to him by a



friend. The interest was five percent.

Having thus chosen the site of the future parish
plant after receiving the approval of the Archbishop,
his next task was to find a place as close to it as pos-
sible for Sunday Mass. His little flock of about 100
families were indeed sheep without a shepherd; they
had to be gathered in and taught to congregate at
the new center. The first census revealed it was high
time to start a new parish in Hamline; Catholic chil-
dren were attending Protestant Sunday-schools, and
their parents who attend Mass were going to seven
different churches! After the site had been chosen
the Pastor incorporated the parish, forming a Build-
ing Committee, from which were nominated two
Trustees. These were Carl L. Klapproth, Secre-
tary, and Louis Dunn, Treasurer. The other mem-
bers of the Building Committee were Raymond L.
Phillips; Nicholas M. Klaers; Frank J. Har-
rington; Everett W. Knapp and John B. Ha-
ley.

Never did a pastor have the cooperation of a more
loyal and zealous group than these good men. They
were at his beck and call, meeting first every week
and later every month, to discuss with him the de-
tails of parish organization and the various prob-
lems that arose. They did yeoman service. Their
counsel and assistance were priceless to him and he
has held their names in benediction ever since. Most
of them have gone o their heavenly reward; those
that remain deserve from us the honor due to all
noble pioneers.

At this juncture, Divine Providence fortunately came
to our aid. Shortly before the parish as founded, one
of the stores on the corner of Hamline Avenue and
Thomas Avenue fell vacant. Its capacity was about
70 persons and it was owned by one of the children
of Israel. To get possession of it called for some
strategy. One of the Building Committee was in-
structed to lease it for a year on the pretence that he
was going to open a dry-goods establishment there.
The son of Isaac exacted more than the normal
rental—for we had to have it—and just as he had be-
gun to congratulate himself on the ‘good deal he
had made, suddenly, to his amazement and disgust,
an altar was moved in and benches were set up. Bit-
terly then did he regret his bargain; “Had I known,”

said he, “what was in your mind I would have quad-
rupled the rent!” And every penny counted in those
days. The first Mass was said in the store on Sunday,
September 27, 1914. It marks the advent of the
Catholic Church in the Methodist stronghold.

Late in November of that year a Parish Bazaar was
held in the store, by this time transformed into a
little chapel. It was sponsored by the newly organ-
ized Altar and Rosary Society. This was the first So-
ciety canonically erected in the new parish. Its offi-
cers were: Mrs. William Keefe, President; Mrs.
William Coakley, Vice President; Mrs. Cora
Gibbons, Secretary; and Mrs. Pat Kinney, Treas-
urer. In 1916 the Holy Name Society was organized,
and the Boy Scouts of America Troop No 13, was
chartered by Mark Neibel, well-known Scout Ex-
ecutive, in 1923. It is one of the oldest troops in the
City.

The Immaculate Conception Sodality was canoni-
cally erected in May 1916 with Miss Anne Payton
as Prefect and Miss Mary E. McGarry as Secre-
tary. How many of them have since become wives
and mothers; and their daughters are now members
of the same Sodality! Thus does the glorious tradi-
tion of love for the Queen of Heaven perpetuate it-
self from generation to generation.

The Columban Club has had many vicissitudes. It
was first organized in 1923 under the leadership of
Raymond Arland; he died and was succeeded by
Raymond MacMahon. The latter got married,
and moved out of the parish, as likewise did many
other young men. The Club languished and dwin-
dled and finally became a Dramatic Club under
which the title is still functioning. Some years ago
Father Francis Hayden, the junior assistant, en-
deavored to amalgamate all the clubs and societies
into one instrument of Catholic Action, but his plan
failed before it could reach fruition.

The Bazaar was a great success; it gave the people’s
morale a tremendous fillip. A series of card socials
was held through the winter, some in private
houses, others in the store, and as the parishioners
became acquainted with one another, their enthusi-
asm grew. A new parish always receives special
graces. The Pastor, Sunday after Sunday, heartened
them to their task, often repeating the words of Our



Lord to His Apostles: “Fear not, little flock, for it
hath pleased your Father to give you a kingdom.”

With the first note of the robin in 1915 the plows and
scrapers were busy leveling the site for the new
church. There was a hillock of sand on Lafond, and a
dry slough on Blair. The former was dumped into
the later after all its black soil had been removed.
The black dirt was then spread over the sand, thus
forming the present lawn. While this operation was
going on the plans for the new church were being
drawn up by Mr. Edward Donohue, for many
years the official architect of the Archdiocese. Never
robust in health, this talented architect and fine gen-
tleman died soon after our church was completed.
The Archbishop had laid down his program for the
young Pastor: he was to build a very cheap church;
its cost was not to exceed $8,000; then the Rectory;
a large school; and finally the permanent church.
“You may make this as elegant and expensive as you
like,” said he with a broad smile. “It looks as if I
shall not last that long,” the pastor replied, “Some
program!” he muttered to himself as he left the
episcopal residence.

The architect, Mr. Donohue, pooh-poohed the

Interior of original church building, circa 1920

,.‘

Exterior view of original church building, circa 1920.

$8,000 church proposition. “What? Build a miser-
able barn in that nice district and hang your heads
in shame before the Methodists!” he cried. “Don’t do
it. I will give you a church you need not be ashamed
of, and at a very moderate cost, --if only the
Archbishop will allow us to erect the type I have in
mind.” That was the little Norman-Gothic church
you all knew and loved so well. The style called for
two small towers, and the architect felt certain if the
Archbishop saw them he would veto them immedi-
ately and order them eliminated. However, the Pas-
tor, aided by the Archbishop’s Secretary, (later
Bishop of Duluth) by a little sleight-of-hand suc-
ceeded in hiding them from him until they had been
already erected.; and then, being the manliest of
men, he accepted the fait acompli without demur.
When the Pastor told him the cost would be $12,500
instead of the $8,000 he laid down as the maxi-
mum, he said: “It is enough.” and made no further
comment. The cost of the church itself with heating,
plumbing and wiring, was as above; to that must be
added $4,000 for the furniture. That artistic Nor-
man-Gothic building has served us for the first 33
years; surely it paid for itself and was well worth the
investment! The Superintendent of the wrecking
crew told the Pastor it was the hardest building he
had demolished in fifteen years; the timbers were as
sound as the first day, he said, the foundation walls
were like granite, and the maple floor was a hard as
iron!

The church was dedicated by Archbishop John Ire-
land on November 21st, 1915. This was exactly 33
years before we would begin our present beautiful



Church and rectory circa 1920, prior to construction of school building.

temple. Three generations make a century; therefore
it took one generation to reach our present goal. A
heavy debt stills hang over us and a convent still re-
mains to be build, but that must await some future
generation. Repairs shall, however have to be made
on the Rectory which was build three years after the
church was dedicated. The Pastor moved into the
rectory in October 1918. Its original cost, furniture
and all, was $15,000, now thirty three years after-
wards it is insured for $36,000. Surely this aston-
ishing fact illustrates the change in the times a viv-
idly as Government statistical report on the high
cost of housing.

The first wing of the school on Blair Avenue was
erected in 1922. Mr. John Donohue, brother of
the deceased architect, was the contractor. It was
also he who build the church; and if an honest con-
tractor deserves a high place in heaven, surely John
Donohue is now “quiring with the young-eyed sera-
phim.” He had, by the way, a beautiful tenor voice
and might have made his fortune with it had not his
old country father (who thought all stage folk were
on the way to perdition), sternly reprobated any
such idea. Donohue senior was a building contractor
and he set his young son at the age of fourteen to the
task of learning how to lay bricks rather than to sing
arias.

The cost of the school was $250,000; and the archi-
tect of this as well as the rectory was Mr. John F.
Wheeler. He was a distant relative of
Archbishop John Ireland. After the school was
up the Catholic population began to increase rapidly
and in ten years time it became imperative to add
another wing. This was done in 1931 at the height of
the great depression; and because of the depression

no celebration was held for the Pastor’s Silver Jubi-
lee with occurred in that year. He spent the anniver-
sary day of his ordination quietly reading under his
favorite elm tree on the lawn. However, in October
1939, the 25t anniversary of the parish itself, the
people made up for this omission by giving an
elaborate banquet at which forty priests were pre-
sent. Archbishop Murray himself sang a Pontifical
Mass, and preached the sermon. This new wing of

Completed school building, circa 1923

School building addition, April 21, 1931

the school was erected by the McGough Brothers at
a cost of $90,000—a very modest sum for such sub-
stantial addition—and the architect was Mr. Fred
Slifer, since deceased. This wing faces Hamline
Avenue, and is equipped with an elegant kindergar-
ten room and a large gymnasium. Together with the
auditorium and the cafeteria they supply all the so-
cial needs of the parish.
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One of the earliest graduating classes of St. Columba School, 1925

After having accomplished this noble work for God
and county—the completion of their school—the pa-
rishioners began to rest on their laurels. To use the
hackneyed expression, ‘they took things easy’. The
seemed to think (or at least acted as if they thought),
that their task was done. The school was now
equipped with all the tools of learning; it was airy,
and lightsome and had space for a thousand pupils.
It became the apple of the Pastor’s eye as well as
their own. So deep and strong is the action of the
children for their school that the worst threat the
Sisters can launch against an unruly child is to
threaten him with expulsion. And all this while the
Norman —Gothic gem was ‘fading in passionless de-
cay’; but no one thought of a new church.

Yes, there was one: he was the Pastor. Every day he
thought of it with intense solicitude. As the Sunday
contributions fell off and ‘two bits’ became the stan-
dard offering, his passion for economy increased.
He watched every expenditure as keenly as the an-
gler on the river bank watches the salmon fresh
from the ocean showing his silvered sides as he dis-
ports himself in the pool. For over ten years he
brought no pressure to bear upon the congregation;
but when the Second World War broke out and
prices leaped skywards he was forced to take action.
The time had arrived to rouse the flock out of their

own lethargy. In September 1945, he wrote a little
brochure reminding them that their work was not
yet finished. There was still a church to build. The
program of the illustrious Archbishop who founded
St. Columba was yet consummated. The brochure
was headed The Awaking. That title was suggested
by the words of Saint Paul, read on the first Sunday
of Advent.; “Brethren: understand, for it is now the
hour for us to rise from sleep, because now our sal-
vation is nearer than when we came to believe.” Its
purpose was to rouse the parishioners to a sense of
their duty. Wrapped in smug complacency they had
persuaded themselves that they were doing very well
indeed. The brochure, as well as a blast or two from
the pulpit, succeeded in waking them up. From
then on the contributions steadily increased. Time
was, and not so long ago, when the total revenue of
the parish did not exceed $45,000; last year (1949)
it reached the impressive sum of $100,000. Nobly
did the people respond to their Pastor’s appeal; and
they were further heartened by his announcement
that they had now $300,000 in the treasury. This
was the fruit of twenty years of ‘scrimping and sav-
ing’ on his part; and having reached 50% of the cost
of the new church he felt the time was ripe to launch
the great project.

Not without grace misgivings and many qualms of




St. Columba Schoel Pincipals

19221923  Sistex Verena Hellhatie
1923-1925  Sister Dorathy Helly
1925-1926  Sister Bewardine McGee
1996-1929  Sistex Fuancis De Sakes Buns
1929-1933  Sistex Sylvia Cuilty

1933-1936  Sistex Norbient Donnelly
1936-1938  Sister Raphaet Lally
19381942 Sisten St. Lucy DeSutter |
19421951  Sister Qunelia Mary Mahaney
1951-1955  Sistex Mavie Joseph Fenlon
1955-1958  Sistex Joseph Ftelene Coviigan
19581961  Sisten Feubiert Mavie Fteller
1961-1968  Sistex Joseph Coumel, (luth
19681976  Sistex Fuancis Many Benz
1976-1983 M. Shomas Ftansen
1983-1993  Mx. Don Blake

1993-1994 M. Gene McMation
1994-1996  Mr. Jim Lundhotm-Eades
1996-2002  Mus. Cathy FPappas
2002-2003  Mus. Beth Benhiie

First Grade, Room 108 Circa 1925

spirit did the Pastor face this new and colossal
task. He was not long past his prime and had no
good reason to think that his flock were eager for
a new church. Indeed, were it not for the warm
encouragement of our Archbishop, Most Rever-
end John Gregory Murray, it is doubtful if he
would ever have undertaken it. One would think
the new St. Columba temple was a pet project of
the Archbishop’s own. He sent the Pastor an en-
thusiastic message of cheer (which was read from
the altar) on receiving a copy of the brochure of
1945; and when the plans and blue prints were
submitted to him he lauded them to the skies. It
was he who sent the eight Bishops to see our
church, and he often made it the topic conversa-
tion for his guests at the dinner table. No one
could be kinder and more indulgent to us than

St. Columba First Holy Communion Class of 1925



this dynamic and generous-hearted Archbishop. We
pray God that he will be spared to us for many years.

II

On another occasion the Pastor hopes to explain the
line of reasoning which led him to engage for archi-
tects a leading exponent of the new school of con-
temporary American architecture. This was Mr.

cause now our salvation is nearer than we came to
believe. The night is far advanced; the day is at
hand.” Romans XIII, 11-12.

[ “It is now the hour for us to rise from sleep, be-

“A Religion which does not claim sacrifice—yea,
searching sacrifice, painful sacrifice—cannot be
Christianity.”

Bishop Hedley.

[ An Appeal For The
New St. Columba Church

By the Pastor, Reverend Michael J. Casey,

Sunday, September 16th, 1945

Barry Byrne of Chicago. They had known each
other for some fifteen years. Mr. Byrne himself has
promised to contribute an article to our Dedication
Book on contemporary church architecture in its
relation to St. Columba’s. We hope that not only the
people of the parish but the clergy of the whole
Archdiocese will read it. The new church is a distant
departure from the traditional styles developed in
Europe; and it will be interesting to see if it will
‘catch on’ and supplant them altogether in the
course of time.

In this movement Mr. Barry Byrne has the honor of
being one of the pioneers. He claims the new St.

Columba Church is his masterpiece; and to judge
him and the Pastor from every side—from the eight
Bishops who came to visit the church, and the six
Protestant preachers, and scores of priests, and the
Hindoo [sic] lady lecturer from St. Catherine’s Col-
lege, (well versed in Oriental architecture), who
came to see it some weeks ago and on her way out
pronounced it amazing—we should say these com-
plements are well deserved. It is a unique church,
original design, spacious in its interior, simple in its
lines, with no pillars to obstruct the view of the altar
(though pillars are there), equipped with radiant
heating and the most up-to-date air conditioning.
Unlike most large churches “with storied windows
richly dight, filled with dim religious light”, as Mil-
ton says,” the new St. Columba is flooded with light
even on the gloomiest days”.

No sooner had Mr. Barry Byrne been engaged than
complications of a very serious nature set in. It
would take too long to describe them here: they had
to do with the site. These complications arose both
from our dearth of property and our dearth of
money. If we were oil magnates we would buy the
whole block from Hamline to Syndicate and place
our new church in its proper setting: but being
‘cabined, cribbed, confined’ within a small area,
without resources enough to enlarge it, we found
ourselves compelled to make the best of a bad situa-
tion. A building committee was formed to solve the
problem but they found it insolvable. It would take
more than mere talk to come to terms with those
who dwelt on the adjacent property. After studying
the site from every possible angle and drawing sev-
eral tentative sketches the architect at last hit a solu-
tion which would give the church the desired capac-
ity without encroaching upon the neighbors. That
capacity was 1000 persons; and the way to solve the
problem was by running the building diagonally
through the scanty plot of ground. When that was
decided upon by pastor and committee, the go-
ahead signal was given to the McGough Brothers.
The contract was drawn up on a cost plus basis, the
interest being 4%. In all the discussions on site and
plans, Mr. M. J. McGough’s advice proved in-
valuable. It was he who first suggested that there
should be no basement; it would run into too much
money. With a full basement the church would cost



at least $750,000; that would put entirely too great
a strain on our modest resources. There are no
wealthy men, nor even professional men, in St.
Columba’s [parish]; we belong to the class whom
God loves because He makes so many of them!

Simplicity is the key-note of this new style of archi-
tecture. The tendency of the so-called modernistic
architects is to strip their churches of all ornamenta-
tion, bring them down to the bare essentials. Their
churches are as austere as the basilicas of ancient
Rome and they strive to make up in design what
they are wanting in decoration. To make them per-
fectly functional is their aim; and that means to have
them adequately fulfill the purpose for which they
are intended, namely, religious worship. They
would focus the eyes of the congregation upon the
altar where their Incarnate God is hidden and on the
stone of sacrifice whereon He is mystically immo-
lated. However, as there is always danger of going
from one extreme to the other, of losing sight of tra-
dition altogether, and lessening piety by eliminating
the objects that promote it, the Pastor insisted on
embodying an Irish Round Tower in the plan. This
he said would combine the ancient with the modern
and preserve the continuity of tradition. St.
Columba, in his boyhood played at the foot of a
Round Tower. Would he not be pleased with this
memorial of himself—this cell in the far west—and
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Artist rendering, new St. Columba Church

more surely gives us the benefit of this intercession?
After all the church is dedicated to him and he
should have a prominent place in it. Much against
his will the architect consented to draw the tower.
Being a primitive structure he felt it marred the pu-
rity of his modernistic design; he prophesied ill of it;
yet, wonderful to relate, the Round Tower has
turned out to be one of the most attractive features
of the entire edifice! This is an American version of
the Irish Round Tower; it is not an exact reproduc-
tion of those the traveler sees rising from the midst
of stone crosses, ruined cloisters and broken abbey
walls as he journeys though the Emerald Isle.

With the plans and specification before them the
McGough Brothers estimated the cost of the new
temple. They were confident it would not go beyond
$600,000, including furniture and architect’s fees.
These are 6% of the entire cost of the building. The
percentage is set by the American Institute of Archi-
tects. Thus, after many and exasperating delays, the
excavating machines appeared on the scene at last
on November 8t, 1948. A loan of $300,000 was ne-
gotiated with the First national Bank on most favor-
able terms. The interest is 3 ¥2% and both principal
and interest can be paid in weekly installments.
There is no mortgage.

The pews and other furniture were moved by the
men into the auditorium and gymnasium and on
Sunday, September 12th, 1948 the last Mass as said
in the old church.

Not without a pang of deep regret did the Pastor wit-
ness the annihilation of his little church. It was there
he spent his happiest and most active years in the
sacred ministry. There he did his best preaching.
There too, alas, his flock beheld his dark hair turn to
grey and the last rays of his youth depart forever,

1914-1948.

As construction progressed, the ‘doubting Thomas’s’
who at first were inclined to look askance at the de-
sign, began to change their tune. The chorus of criti-
cism gradually changed to a chorus of praise. What
Goldsmith said of the villager preachers applied to
them “Those who came of scoff remained to pray”.
The Mystic Fish of the Catacombs —for that is the
symbolism of the church—first attracted the people’s
curiosity, then their interest, and finally their open
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avowed admiration. This temple of ours marks a new
mile-stone in the architectural history of the North-
west.

On Sunday, February 19th the corner stone was laid
by our Archbishop, Most Reverend John Gregory
Murray. According to correct liturgical usage the
corner-stone of a church should always be laid in the
sanctuary wall on the Gospel side, hard by the pulpit.
In his address after the ceremony the Archbishop
pointed out that the cornerstone symbolizes Christ
and therefore should be placed next to the pulpit
where His word is preached. Doubtless he had in
mind the words of Saint Paul in his Epistle to Ephe-
] { 1
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Laying of the Cornerstone, Archbishop John Gregory
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sians: “You are fellow citizens with the saints and
the domestics of God. Built upon the foundations of
the Apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ Himself be-
ing the chief cornerstone.” For that reason the bless-
ing of the cornerstone is an elaborate ceremony, as
was seen by the thousands from all over the city who
came to witness it on February 19, 1949.

Immemorial tradition sanctions the placing of docu-
ments in the corner stone. A space is chiseled out of
hits center, and in it we placed a copper cylinder her-
metically sealed which contains the following docu-
ments: A brief history of the parish written in Latin
and Irish; the names of the three Archbishops, their
birthplace and their life dates; the names of the Pas-
tor with place of his birth and the date of his ordina-
tion; [the names] of the architect; of the contractors;
the cost of the building. These documents are all
engraved on parchment, so that they should last a
very long time. In addition to these, the corner stone
cylinder also contains a copy of the Parish Directory
for 1949; the list of those who subscribed to the first
church in 1914-1915; a copy of the current St. Paul
Dispatch and Pioneer Press; a fragment of the Ro-
man Forum and a cinder from the crater of Mount
Vesuvius! There are also a handful of medals and
some American coins. If the church should last a
thousand years these things will be objects of curios-
ity to the Catholics of that day.

The names of all the families in the parish are sealed
in that stone, on the side of which is carved in Latin
the following inscription: “This House of God has
been erected for the glory of the Holy Trinity, in
honor of the Blessed Virgin Mary, to promote the

St. Columba Convent, circa 1963
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Completed campus, St. Columba Church, Rectory, School and Convent, circa 1975

love of God in the hearts of Christ’s faithful people.”
On the main doorway are inscribed the significant
words taken from the office of the Dedication of a
Church: “This is the House of God and the Gate to
Heaven.” There is also a Latin inscription on the
outside wall at the left of the main entrance, in
honor of Saint Columba. It is thus translated:
“A.M.D.G.--to the greater glory of God—Go, teach
ye all nations —Matt. XXVIII. 19—Saint Columba—
most illustrious missionary—the Apostle of Scot-
land—a Wanderer for Christ.” The first Mass and
dedication of our present day church was held on
Easter Sunday, April 9, 1950.

III

Following the death of Fr. Casey, November 6, 1958,
and with the successive leadership of Fr. Louis
Morin (1959-1976) St. Columba continued to grow
and build. 1962 marked the completion of St.

Columba Convent. The Sisters of St. Joseph of
Carondolet had graciously staffed the school, since
its inception in 1922. The plan was to build the con-
vent and lease it out to the sisters teaching at the
school as well as any sister who may have been in
need of living space away from her community. Ata
cost of $305,000 the structure was a 2 story brick
building with a full basement was completed in
1963. It featured a 24 seat chapel, grand hallway
reception rooms and offices. The first floor boasted
a large kitchen, walk in cooler, parlor and conference
room. The second floor featured a sleeping capacity
for 20. This new convent thus completed the physi-
cal plant.

The 1960’s marked the years of Vatican Council II
and its implementation in the parish. Liturgical
changes in those years called the community to a
fuller, broader, deeper participation in worship and



View from inside adoration chapel.

Christian community life. The Holy Family Pro-
gram, designed to involve parents in preparing their

children for sacramental life of the church was im-
plemented during this time. The Christian Family
Movement was organized in the parish as well,
stimulating families to growth in the Christian life
through all phases of family life and experience.
Share, an organization founded to offer senior citi-
zens hared community experience and opportunities
for community service, began during this time. In
the middle 1960’s our parish school reached its peak
enrollment of 900 students.

Under the leadership of Fr. Leonard Siebenaler
(1974-1982), the 1970’s saw continued growth in
nurturing leadership within the parish community
itself. Most significantly, the mid- 1970’s marked the
establishment of the first Parish Council of St.
Columba. The membership of the Parish Council
represented the major clubs and organizations of the
community. The work of the Council in these early
years focused on maintaining a sizable physical plant
and stabilizing St. Columba financially. Aslay men
and women were hired to serve in various ministries
as parish staff, and as the numbers of Sisters teach-
ing in the school decreased, the Parish Council, with
the pastor, led the parish in forging greater stability
within the parish.

Fr. Roger Carroll (1981-1989) and Fr. Dennis
Evenson (1989-1992) pastured St. Columba’s flock
through the next two decades. The 1980’s marked
the continued growth of parish leadership both
within the St. Columba Community and beyond it.
This decade saw the addition of new pre-school pro-

gram added to the school and a day care facility.
These years also marked the beginning of the RE-
NEW program, the beginning of Scripture study
groups, the implementation of the Rite of Christian
Initiation for Adults (RCIA), and the Befriender
Ministry. Beyond the St. Columba Community, the
parish began to participate in various pro-life activi-
ties. As a community, we were also seeking to grow
in their own awareness of the needs of the immedi-
ate neighborhood. Members of the community be-
gan supporting local food shelves and began the long
relationship with the Loaves and Fishes program at
the Dorothy Day Center. Over the course of the
1970’s and 80’s the school enrollment had began a
long, slow decline. By the end of the 1980’s the en-
rollment of the school was about 250 students. With
the dwindling number of nuns occupying the con-
vent, the decision was made to sell convent building.
Although saddened by the reality of the closing of
the convent, parishioners were pleased that the
building would be a new home to the Franciscan
Brothers of Peace. The convent building and its con-
tents were sold in January of 1989 for $320,000.
The terms called for $100,000 in a cash down pay-
ment and the remainder in a Contract for Deed.

This sizable down payment enabled St. Columba
parish to pay off a large portion of debt and stabilize
the parish finances. Lead by their founder, Brother
Michael Goworski, the old convent became home
to this community of strongly pro-life brothers dedi-
cated to giving their lives for love of Our Lord Jesus
Christ and His Holy Catholic Church.

Next to lead the faithful of St. Columba parish was

Vietnamese May Procession with Fr. Jim Khot and
Fr. Tam Minh Do, circa 1998.




Fr. Paul LaFontaine (1992-2000). The 1990’s
were a decade of downsizing of the number of fami-
lies in the parish and in the school. By this time, the
school staff was comprised solely of lay men and
women. The costs for running the school continued
to grow and enrollment continued to decline. This
was true not only for St. Columba School but also
for schools across the Archdiocese, especially true of
urban parishes and schools. For the first time,
Catholic schools were competing for a dwindling
pool of candidates against tuition-free, public
neighborhood schools, magnet
schools, and the first Minnesota
charter schools. The parish,
however, remained committed
to keeping our small faith-fill
school a viable option within the
neighborhood and the parish.

Under the leadership of Fr. La-
Fontaine, the prospect of Per-

petual Adoration at Saint
Columba became a reality. With Mrs. Toni
O’Rouke serving as the first Adoration Coordina-
tor, plans were begun to transform our Mary Chapel
into a place of Adoration, twenty four hours a day,
seven days a week, 365 days of the year.

In early June 1994, Fr. Victor Warkulwiz and Jim
Keating came to visit St. Columba. Fr. Warkulwiz
was a well known priest who traveled around the
country helping parishes to establish Perpetual Ado-
ration and Mr. Keating was the local representative.
They were both impressed with the beauty of the
church and especially with Mary’s Chapel, which
would be perfect for adoration. On August 14, 1994
Fr. Warkulwiz spoke from the pulpit, laying out the
specifics and commitments needed make Perpetual
Adoration a reality at St. Columba. By the following
weekend 257 people had committed to covering 168
weekly hours. The adorer schedule was comprised
of 200 St. Columba parishioners and 57 parishion-
ers from neighboring, Holy Childhood parish.

The parishioners and the Holy Spirit had made Per-
petual Adoration a reality at St. Columba. On Sep-
tember 11, 1994 Archbishop Harry J. Flynn presided
over the 3:00 PM Mass, to inaugurate Perpetual
Adoration at St. Columba. Following Mass, a proces-

sion, lead by the Archbishop, the monstrance was
placed on the chapel altar. Fr. Casey’s monstrance
had been sent away to be refurbished, and so the
initial days of adoration were accomplished using a
borrowed monstrance from Nativity Parish.

Our permanent monstrance was procured by Fr. Ca-
sey in Dublin Ireland at the time our present church
was built (1949). Its original cost was not recorded
in parish records. It was refurbished in 1994. Be-
cause of the size and intricacy of the design, the cost
to refurbish it was just over $1,600. The design of
our monstrance is unique. It is in the form of a
modified Celtic cross, and the designs that decorate
it were inspired by the famous illuminated manu-
script known as the Books of Kells.

In the early 1990’s, there was a group of Vietnamese
Catholic immigrants who settled in the surrounding
neighborhood. Since there was a difference in lan-
guage, culture, background, and difficulty with
transportation, they gathered together as a small
group to support each other, especially to continue
to live their faith and keep their culture in thier new
environment. They came together at local parishes
in St. Paul for Mass and stayed after Mass for more

Newly restored interior church, 2005




Church sanctuary, following restoration of paint colors and
pew refinishing, 2005.

reflection and learning catechism in hopes that they
could lay a foundation for a Catholic Vietnamese
community in the near future.

During Lent in 1993, some of the Vietnamese com-
munity met Fr. Mathias Nguyen Huy Chuong,
pastor at St. Joseph Hien, a priest of the Congrega-
tion of Mary Coredemptrix, a Vietnamese parish in
Minneapolis. They asked if he would be willing to
travel to St. Paul to celebrate Mass for them. Under-
standing their difficulties and problems of getting to
and from Minneapolis each week, Fr. Chuong ac-
cepted their request and came to celebrate the first
Mass with them on Easter Sunday, 1993 in the
chapel of The Sisters of the Good Shepherd in Shore-
view. Shortly after that, Fr. Chuong and Vietnamese
leadership approached Fr. LaFontaine to inquire
about using our church to celebrate Sunday Mass.
With Fr. Lafontaine’s permission, on Sunday Sep-
tember 26, 1993, the first Mass in Vietnamese was

celebrated here. From that day on, Fr. Chuong came
and celebrated Sunday Mass with them at 4:00 pm,
twice per month.

On February 20, 1995, Archbishop Harry J.
Flynn appointed Fr. Thomas Do Minh Tam as
helper for Fr. Chuong to take care for the Vietnam-
ese group at St. Columba. Under the leadership of
Fr. Chuong and Fr. Tam, the Vietnamese community
grew rapidly. In September 7, 1997, Fr. Chuong an-
nounced the Vietnamese community at St. Columba
would become a “mission community” under St. Jo-
seph Hien in Minneapolis.

On September 21, 1997, Fr. Jim Ngo Hoang
Khoi, CMC became pastor of St. Joseph Hien, re-
placing for Fr. Nguyen Huy Chuong. Since his arri-
val, Fr. Khoi paid close attention to the ministry
needs of this mission community. After a couple
meetings with its leaders, he wrote their
“Constitution and By-Laws” for the Vietnamese com-
munity and formally named them “The Vietnamese
Catholic Community of the Mother Coredemptrix”.
During this time, the Vietnamese Eucharistic Youth
Group was established and as well as a rigorous reli-
gious education and sacramental preparation pro-
gram. Since there were no classrooms for them to
use at St. Columba school, they met in the church
basement, inside the church, and the friary of the
Franciscan Brothers of Peace.

The Vietnamese community continued to grow in
number of households and programs to the point
that the pastor of St. Joseph Hien could no longer
adequately provide for this missionary community.
By this time, Fr. Tam had already retired. The lead-
ership of the Vietnamese community met with the
whole parish with the proposal that they should have
their own priest who would able to provide for full-
time ministry for the community. With permission
from the pastor of St. Joseph Hien, Vietnamese lead-
ership sent a letter to the Father Provincial of the
Congregation of Mary Coredemptrix to request a
priest to be assigned who could come to serve this
growing community.

On April 12, 2002, Fr. Andrew Nguyen Hong An
(2002-2007) was sent to St. Paul to serve for the
Vietnamese community . Under the leadership of
Fr. Andrew, the Vietnamese community grew in



Ceremonial elevator ground breaking, March 30, 2008 with
Fr. Hoang Nguyen, Trustees Bernice Hauer and Bernard

numbers and strength, offering even more programs
and services. The community bought a house on
nearby Lexington Avenue and turned it into a resi-
dence for the priest, parish office and meeting space.
Through the next few years, they continued to use
the St. Columba worship space for Sunday Mass,
Holy Days, funerals and weddings.

Under the leadership of the Fr. Daniel Conlin
(2000-2004) efforts were made to revitalize the
physical plant. For the first time in many years a
capital campaign was initiated to accomplish much
needed, delayed maintenance projects. With a goal
met of $500,000, he forged ahead with plans to re-
place the roof the church and school buildings, tuck
point and clean the exterior stone of the church and
eventually a full restoration of the interior of the
church sanctuary and chapel.

With a declining enrollment of 140 students, Archdi-
ocesan leadership determined that St. Columba

School should be closed. In June of 2004, St.
Columba announced the closure of the school thus
ending 82 years of traditional Catholic elementary
education at St. Columba and neighboring families
in the Midway. Many of the students who left St.
Columba School attended other area Catholic
schools. St. Columba parish continued to support the
students through tuition assistance and Fr. Louis
Morin Scholarship funds.

Following the closure of the school a new, parochial
vicar, Fr. Thomas Thakadipuram (2004 — 2007)
was named. The challenge before this priest was to
unite the disappointed and somewhat disillusioned
parishioners of our parish. Fr. Thakadipuram built
on his knowledge of organizational psychology to
engage the parishioners and councils in a series of
strategic planning meetings. This proved helpful in
developing the dialog necessary to move forward as
a cohesive community. Together with parish leader-
ship, he worked to develop a new parish mission
statement.

The Church of Saint Columba is committed
to be a light in the heart of the Midway.
With the grace of God, we will accomplish this
Mission by serving the people through the
Ministries of: Worship, Evangelization,
Community Building,
Stewardship, Pastoral Care, Education,

Justice and Peace.

Parking lot fundraising dinner at Hoa Bien Restaurant, May 2008.




In order to continue the work of the parish and be
able to pay off some mounting debts, it was evident
that the school building would need to become a
revenue producing asset. Finding a tenant for the
school building was just the first step. In order for a
public school to lease the space, the building would
need to be ‘brought up to code’. The most expensive
of these requirements would be an elevator and at
least two handicapped accessible restrooms.

Near the end of Fr. Thakadipuram’s term, and after
much study and consultation, it was proposed to
Archdiocesan leadership that St. Columba should
formally and fully incorporate the Coredemstrix
Vietnamese Catholics into the parish. This would
aid both communities. It would not only help to en-
sure the long-term viability of St. Columba’s parish,
but also provide a more stable, permanent, faith
community for the Vietnamese Catholics already
worshiping here. The coming together of these two
communities would also help the Archdiocese to
move forward the long-term goal of integrating di-
verse parishes and establishing them as multicul-
tural communities. The Archbishop had just the
priest in mind to lead this new entity; a young, ener-
getic Archdiocesan priest and native son of Saint Jo-
seph Hien Parish who would be most competent to
minister to both the Vietnamese and the English-
Speaking parishioners.

On June 18, 2007 a new pastor was appointed by
Archbishop Harry Flynn to serve the families of St.
Columba, Rev. Hoang Nguyen (2007 — present).
Fr. Hoang, a native of Vietnam, was newly ordained
in 2005 and had just completed his term as associate
pastor at St. Bernard’s Church, on the north end of
St. Paul.

With a second charter school tenant lease in hand, as
collateral, a loan was secured for the school building
improvements. Fr. Hoang and parish trustees,
Bernie Hesse and Bernice Hauer, broke ground
on the new elevator project, March 30, 2008. The
$525,000 project would prove to one of the most
expensive but necessary improvements to the school
building. The courtyard entry and stairs were re-
moved to make room for the new external elevator
lobby and shaft. The solid brick construction of the
building eighty years prior served us well. Building

was able to not only endure the foundational dig-
ging, but also the upgrades needed to achieve the
goal of accessibility. The project not only made the
school leasable, but also provided needed access the
lower level of the building for our own aging parish-
ioners to attend parish functions such as funeral
luncheons, parish community, and scouting events.

Under his energy and enthusiasm, the Vietnamese
parishioner membership began to grow in numbers.
It did not take long for their numbers to meet and
exceed the number of Anglo parishioners regularly
attending Mass at St. Columba. In September of
2007 The Vietnamese Catholic Community of Mary
Coredemptrix dissolved and formally became part of
St. Columba parish. The families have brought a re-
newed energy and a large number of children to the
ranks. The demographics of these new parishioner
population reaches far beyond the 55104 zip code.
Each Sunday more than 200 Vietnamese families
drive from all corners of the metro area to attend
Mass and receive religious education classes in their
beloved Vietnamese language.

With the aging demographics and the increased
number of parishioners driving from outside the im-
mediate neighborhood, Fr. Hoang decided that a
new, additional parking lot was in order. Little did
he know, this idea would cause such a controversy
with the adjacent neighbors and local city officials.
The plan called for redevelopment of the lots imme-
diately adjacent and east of the church. The land had
a small, pass through driveway that allowed five or
six cars to park, a dying cottonwood tree and an
abandoned wooden play structure. Coincidentally
about this same time a small group of neighbors de-
cided that this piece of land co-owned with The
Franciscan Brothers of Peace, would make a fine lo-
cation for a neighborhood community garden. Plans
were made to meet with the District Council to pre-
sent the plans for the parking lot, which were ap-
proved. In the mean time, however, word had gotten
out of St. Columba’s plans to construct a paved park-
ing lot. Some very vocal neighbors began an organ-
ized campaign to stop the plans in favor of preserv-
ing green space and lobbying for a community gar-
den. Fr. Hoang’s plan called for purchasing the ad-
jacent 12 city lot from the Franciscan Brothers and
paving a parking lot from the sidewalk on Lafond to



the alley, making room for twenty eight cars includ-
ing 4 designated, large handicapped spaces. This
plan could have moved forward, however, it re-
quired a variance from the City of Saint Paul Plan-
ning Commission to be exempted from the city code
of “22 foot setbacks from the sidewalk”. St.
Columba appeared before the City Council to plead
their case. Fr. Hoang and fellow parishioners pre-
sented verbal testimony and handed the council a
petition with more than 700 names of people urging
the council to grant the variance. The initial vote
was tabled in order for the council to discuss the
matter further. Our local council representative did
not vote in favor of St. Columba nor against them,
rather urging the two groups to try to come to a so-
lution that was mutually agreeable. In the weeks
that followed and at a cost of nearly $75,000., St.
Columba was awarded the necessary building per-
mits to construct a parking lot. It was not the size
that Fr. Hoang originally wanted, but it did accom-
plish the goal of providing additional parking spaces
and more importantly, a safer and more convenient
parking for handicapped and mobility impaired pa-
rishioners.

In May of 2008 a fundraising dinner was held at a
local Vietnamese Restaurant. On that one evening,
a total of $60,000 was raised towards the initial cost
of the parking lot. The parking lot construction be-
gan and was completed before the first frost in No-
vember of 2009. In December of that same year, an
additional fundraising dinner event was held and
the parish community raised an additional $17,000
to benefit the cause. In deed, Fr. Hoang was well
pleased with their efforts.

With the parking lot behind him and continued
revenue from the leased parking lot, Fr. Hoang con-
tinued on his quest to improve the physical campus.
In the following years he saw to the resurfacing of
the lower parking lot, a remodel of the rectory
kitchen, pew refinishing in the church sanctuary, air
conditioning in the adoration chapel, and updated
energy efficient lighting the school building.

On a glorious, warm and sunny, Sunday, September
28, 2014, St. Columba parish celebrated its 100t
Anniversary. The anniversary celebration brought
together the very best that St. Columba had to of-

fer—two native language speaking communities
worshiping as one. More than 750 people gathered
for Mass lead by Archbishop John Nienstedt and Fr.
Hoang Ngueyn and attended by former pastors and
associate pastors: Fr. Leonard Seibenaler, Fr. Roger
Carroll, Fr. Dennis Evenson, Fr. Paul LaFontaine,
and former associate pastor, Fr. Gregory Skrypek.
The celebration continued after Mass with an out-
door dinner reception and entertainment. In tribute
to the founding pastor, Fr. Casey, there was tradi-
tional Irish music and in recognition of current pas-
tor, traditional Vietnamese music and dancing.

Today The Church of Saint Columba is a vibrant
growing Catholic community celebrating the one-
ness and beauty of our blended heritage. Masses are
offered in both Vietnamese and English languages.
The community works together drawing on the
strengths and knowledge of the parishioners who
have gone before them. The Anglo community cele-
brates the traditions they hold dear, such as: Per-
petual Adoration, Choir, CCW events, Turkey Bingo,
and youth Passion Play, and adult volleyball. The
Vietnamese Community celebrates traditions they
hold dear such as: Lunar New Year Celebration,
food preparation and sales, music, and Youth
Group. We come together to worship as a larger
community to celebrate our annual summer Fun-
Fest. Each year the festival grows larger and more
popular in attendance and revenue. In 2014 the
gross receipts equaled more than $100,000; repre-
senting nearly 20% of our annual parish income.
The event features a raffle, live music and entertain-
ment, children’s games of chance, and a wonderful
blend of traditional American food and traditional
Vietnamese food.

And in closing, remember that the remainder of St.
Columba’s history has yet to be written by the gen-
erations that will follow . And in the words of Fr.
Hoang, “With gratitude let each one of use recollect
on the past 100 years with a sense of pride in all
things that have been done through our parish.
May God, through the intercession of Our Blessed
Virgin Mary, Saint Joseph, and Saint Columba be-
stow on us an abundance of God’s Grace.”



Lich Si Giao Xir Saint Columba

The history of Saint Columba in Vietnamese

Ngay 1 Thang 9, 1914, tai vung Midway Saint Paul,
mot su kién lich sur da xdy ra ma no co tam anh
hudng dén cac sinh hoat ton gido va van hoa tai khu
vuc nay. Vao ngay d6, Pic C6 Tong Giam Muc
John Ireland viét mot 14 thu t6i Cha Michael Casey
dé bd nhiém Ngai 1am cha xt ctia mot gido xir s&
duogc thanh 13p tai ving Hameline, Midway. La thu
viét nhu sau:

Kinh chao cha:

Téi sé thiét ldp mot gido xur moi tai St. Paul, khu
ma ching ta goi la dia hat Midway. Téi muon
g6i Cha dén dé coi séc noi dé, theo nhw 161 da
néi véi téi la Cha ludn san sang dé chdp nhdn
nhitng bé nhiém khé khan va can sw kién nhan.
Xin Cha hay thu xép céng viéc tai Bearley dé
tuan sau cha téi St. Paul, va t6i sé cho Cha biét
thém chi tiét.

Cha Printon, cha xir St. Andrews & rat gd‘n khu
Hamline, ¢6 mét nha xir khd 16n, va Ngai rdt vui
mimg dé don tiép Cha vé o chung cho dén khi
nao Cha cé thé tim dwgc noi d@é cir hanh Thanh
Lé trong khu vuee xit ciia Cha

Vi linh muc thay Cha sé téi Beardsley vio tuan
sau

Kinh Cha,
John Ireland

Cha Michael Casey by gio dang 14 cha s¢ gido xir
St. Mary’s, thanh phé
Beardsley, Minneasota, da
duoc thu phong linh muc
cho Tong Gido Phan St.
Paul & Minneapolis ngay
12 thang 6, 1906. Ngay
27 thang 9, 1914, cha Mi-
chael Casey dang Thanh
L& dau tién noi gido xr
mdi trong mot cura hi¢u
dugc mudn tai goc duong
Hamline Ave. va Thomas Ave. Trong nhitng ngay
dau vé nham xt, cha Michael Casey di m& mot budi
hop dau tién tai gido xtr va chi c6 13 gido dan tham
du. Budi hop d6 da khoi su cho viée thiét 1ap mot
“quy x4y dyng” nham tién téi viéc xay dung co sO

cho gido xur va ngay hom dé ho da dong gép duoc
$125 tién mat va $600 tién hira. Ranh gidi cua gido
xr moi dugce tinh tir duong Grotto (phia dong) téi
duong Prior Ave (phia tay) va tir University Ave
(phia nam) t6i dudng ray xe lira (nam sau dudng
Pierce Butler)

Lutc do, gido xtr mdéi thanh 18p chi c6 khoang 100
gia dinh. Vi s6 gido dan c6 han nén mirc déng gop
ciing khong nhiéu, nén trong 2 nam dau cha Casey
d3 khong nhan mot dong lwong nio tir gido x.
Vao cubi nam 1914, cha Casey vay muon ctia mot
ngudi ban $6,000 dé mua lai miéng dit ndm trén
duong Lafond Ave va Hamline Ave (hi¢n 1a khu
vue gido xir) dé tién t6i viée thiét 1ap co so lau dai
cho gido xu.

Lién tAm nam sau d6, gido xr bat dau thiét 1ap va
phat trién cac chuong trinh muc vu va nht 1a tién
t61 viée x4y dung co s vat chat. Pau nam 1915,
Puc C6 Tong Giam Muc John Ireland goi y cho
cha s¢ tién khéi “gio cha hay xdy mot ngoi thanh




dwong ré tién véi kinh phi khong duoc qua 38,000,
sau d6 sé xdy nha xit, roi xdy trwong hoc, va cudi
cung sé xay dung lai ngoi Thanh Puwong lon hon va
¢6 tinh cdch lau dai cho gido xi¥”’; thé nhung, chi phi
sau khi hoan tat ngdi Thanh Pudng dau tién 1én dén
$16,500. Ngay 21 thang 11, 1915 Ptic C Tong
Giam Muc John Ireland da dén dé thanh hién ngbi
thanh dudong mai cla gido xt. Ba ndm sau, tic vao
nam 1918, gido xr xay dung hoan thanh ngdi nha xtr
v4i tong chi phi 1a $15,000 va ngay cha xi don vao
¢ la thang 10, 1918.

Song song véi viée xay dung co s¢, thi gido xur cling
phat trién 1én trong doi séng dao ciing nhu doi song
tam linh. Hoi doan dau tién duoc thanh 1ap trong
gido xu 1a Ho1 Man Co6i. Hoi Méan Coéi duoc thanh
1ap vao thang 11 nam 1914. Vao nam 1916, hoi
Thanh Danh Chua va hoi Con Cai Birc Me duoc
thanh 13p. Vao nam 1923, H6i Columba va Poan
Hudng Pao chi héi 23 duoce thanh 1ap tai giao xtr va
ciing 1a chi hoi Hudng Dao dau tién trong thanh phd
Saint Paul.

Vao nam 1922, gido x{ bat dau xay truong hoc dé
phuc vu con em cua giao Xt va nhirng nguoi dan cu
song trong ving Midway. Chi phi sau khi hoan
thanh truong hoc 1a $250,000. Cung nam, cac
Soeurs dong Thanh Giuse dugc goi toi dé giup gido

Xt trong viéc diéu hanh va day bén truong hoc.
Trong 10 nam sau, véi su phat trién cua gido xur va
theo nhu cau cta hoc sinh, truong hoc phai ndi rong
thém vao ndm 1931. Chi phi dé ndi rong thém cho
phan nay 1a $90,000

Trong nhitng ndm 1940’s, gido x{ tiép tuc phat trién
vé dan s ciing nhu cac chuong trinh muc vu. Cac
Thanh Lé dugc thém vao cac Ngay Chua Nhat va
duoc ctr hanh ca hai noi: trén nha tho va basement
ctia nha thd. Vinhu cau muc vu, nén gido xtr quyét
dinh tién t6i viéc xay dung ngdi nha thd méi. Vao
nam 1945, cha Casey thong bao cho gido xtr biét vé
viéc xay dung ngoi nha méi. Chi trong vong mét
nam, tién dang cung cho gido xir ting tir $45,000 1én
t61 $100,000. Chi trong vong 3 nam, gido xu da dé
danh duoc $300,000 cho quy xay dung nha tho mai.
Cha Casey moi nha kién triic su Barry Byrne & Chi-
cago dé vé& so dd cho ngoi thanh duong méi theo 16i
kién trc ddc thu cta nén vin hoa My va dong thoi
n6i 1én duogc cudc séng van hoa ving Midway. Nha
thau McGough dam trach viéc thi cong va chi phi
tron goi cho nha thd méi ude tinh sé khong qua
$600,000. Vi vay, gido x& phai muon thém
$300,000 tir First National Bank cho viéc xay dung
nha tho moi. Chua Nhat ngay 12 thang 9, 1948 1a
Thénh L& cudi cing Cha Casey cir hanh trong ngbi
thanh dudng cii. Lién 2 ndm sau d6, Thanh L& hang




tudn duoc cir hanh bén truong hoc. Ngay 8 thang
11, 1948, chiéc xe ni dau tién toi pha sap ngdi nha
tho cii va Thanh L& dit vién da dau tién cho ngdi
thanh dudng méi dugc Puc Co Téng Giam Muc
John Gregory Murray ctr hanh vao Chtia Nhat ngay
19 thang 2, 1949. Hai nam sau, vao Chtia Nhat L&
Phuc Sinh, ngay 9 thang 4, 1950, Pic C6 Tong
Giam Muc John G. Murray di dén dang Thanh L&
dau tién va thanh hién ngdi thanh dudong méi cua
gido x1r.

Sau 44 nam nhiét tam phuc vu gido x1r, Cha Casey
da kién tao va xay dung tat ca cac co so ciing nhu
cac chuong trinh sinh hoat, vao ngay 6 thang 11,
1954, Ngai da duoc Chua goi vé. Cha Casey ra di dé
lai cho gido xr mudn van nhé thuong va tri an.

Cha Louis Morin (1959-1976) duoc b6 nhiém lam
cha xtr St. Columba dé tiép ndi sy nghiép hoan thanh
xay dung gido xtt. Nam 1962, cha Louis Morin da
khoi cong xay dung nha cho cac Soeurs Dong Thanh
Giuse (hién nay 14 nha ctia cic Thay Dong Phanxico)
dé cac Soeurs c6 co sé phuc vu nha dong va gido xtr
cach hiru hiéu hon. Chi chi xy dung cho nha cua
cac Soeurs la $305,000 va duogc hoan thanh vao nam
1963. Thoi ky nay, hoc sinh truong hoc cua gido xu
da dat t6i con sb cao nhét va ky luc 1a 900 em (tinh
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ttr 16p mau gido toi 16p 8).

Sau cha Louis Morin, Dtrc Téng Giam Muc bd
nhiém cha Leonard Siebenaler (1974-1982) lam cha
xr. Dudi thoi cha Siebenaler, gido xir bat dau xay
dung co cdu to chire cia gido xt theo mé hinh thay
d6i cia Gido Hoi My. Vao thap nién 70, gido xtr
thiét 1ap Hoi Pong Muc Vu (HPMV) ma thanh vién
la cac dai dién cua cac ban nganh va héi doan. Vai
tro cia HPMV thoi bay gio 1a gitp bao tri cac co s&
va giit On dinh tai chanh cho gido xtr. Gido dén ciing
dugc moi va nhan vao lam trong cac cong viéc diéu

hanh gido xr. Cung thoi d6, on goi nit tu ciing bat
dau giam sat va vi vay dd mo ra mot co hoi cho gido
dan tham gia va hoat dong trong gido xu.

Cha Roger Carroll (1981-1989) va cha Dennis
Evenson (1989-1992) duoc bd nhiém tiép theo dé
muc vu cho giao xr v6i vai tro chanh xur trén mot
thap nién. Vao thap nién 1980’s, gido xir tiép tuc
cung co va phat trién trong viéc xay dng co cau tb
chirc va hanh chanh. Gido x& bat dau ap dung va to
chuc cac 16p gido 1y tan tong cho nguoi 16n theo
tinh than ctia Cong Pdng Vatican II, cac 16p hoc hoi
Thanh Kinh, chuong trinh thim viéng bénh nhan,
chuong trinh phuc vu nguoi nghéo cling dugc phat
trién. Trudng hoc cla gido x{r cling mé ra chuong
trinh gitr tré. Thap nién nay bat dau danh dau sy di
xudng vi thiéu hoc sinh cuia cac truong hoc cong
gid0. Vao cudi nhig nam 1980’s, hoc sinh cia
truong hoc ciia gido xt chi con 320 em. Vao cudi
nam 1989, vi thiéu on goi tai nha dong, nén cac
Soeurs da phai roi gido xtr dé vé 1am viéc cho nha
dong dé chap dut 67 nam hién dién cta cac Soeurs
dong Thanh Giuse tai gido xr. Nha cua cac Soeurs
cling da phai ban véi gid $320,000 cho cac Thay
Dong Phanxico.

Cha Paul LaFontaine (1992-2000) duoc b6 nhiém
lam cha x1r sau cha Evenson. Thap nién 90’s, gido
dan cua gido x{r bat dau thu nho lai va trudng hoc
cling gdp kho khin vé con sb hoc sinh ghi danh.
Bén canh d6 cac chi tiéu va kinh phi cho truong hoc
va gido XU ngay cang cao va vi vdy ma anh hudng
rat 16n toi tai chanh cta gido x. Vao nhitng nam
nay, cac chuong trinh sinh hoat va muc vu cta gido
XU ciing bi gi¢i han. Mic dau vay, thi dudi thoi cta
cha Paul LaFontaine, c6 hai su kién noi bat da xay
ra. Thir nhét 13 viéc thiét 1ap nha chau Thanh Thé
Luan Phién va thtr hai 1a m¢ ctra don chao nguoi
Viét ti nan tai vuing Midway.

Ngay 14 thang 8, 1994 giado xtr khoi sy viée kéu goi
gido dan tham gia gio chau luan phién va thong subt
24/24 bén nha nguyén Puc Me. Chi trong vong
may tuan dd co 257 ngudi ghi danh tham gia 168
tiéng cac phién chau trong 1 tuan. Nhing nguoi
tinh nguyén ghi danh chau dugc chia déu cho 24
tiéng mdi ngay va 168 tiéng mdi tuan. Vao Chiia
Nhat ngay 11 thang 9, 1994 lac 3:00 chiéu, Durc
T6ng Giam Muc Harry J. Flynn da chii sy Thanh L&
va khai mac chuong trinh Chau Thanh Thé Luan
Phién tai gido xtr St. Columba. Trai qua hon 20
nam, nha chau Thanh Thé van tiép tuc md cira 24/24
dé cho moi ngudi c6 co hoi t6i viéng Thanh Thé
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Chua. Trong sudt 20 ndm qua, rat nhidu nguoi da
nhén dugc nhiing on lanh Chua Thanh Thé da ban
qua nhitng lan kinh viéng tai nha chau.

Cha LaFontaine ciing 14 cha x{r 43 mé ctra dé tiép
don nhitng ngudi Viét ti nan téi sinh hoat véi gido
xtr St. Columba. Va cling tir day, hinh thanh mot
cong doan Viét Nam tai gido xur St. Columba ma sau
nay c6 anh hudng rat 16n toi doi song va sinh hoat
cua giao X

[lich sik ciia céng doan Me Pong Cong].

Vao dau thap nién 1990°s, mot sb
nguoi Cong Gido Viét Nam ti nan
dén dinh cu tai vung St. Paul,
Minnesota. Vi hoan canh kho
khan vé ngon ngi, tp quan, va
phuong tién di chuyén, nén ho da
nhom hop lai dé gitip d& 13n nhau
va nhét 1a @ bao ton di san Ptic
Tin va Van Hoa dan toc. Ho da

tu tap lai véi nhau tai nhirng giao
X0 ngudi My dé tham dy Thanh L& Chaa Nhat hang
tuan va sau Thanh L& t6 chirc nhitg budi hoc hoi va
chia s& Loi Chua voi hy vong dit nén méng cho mot
ho dao Viét Nam trong tuong lai.

Mua chay ndm 1993, mot s6 anh chi em d4 t6i gap
cha C6 Mathias Nguyén Huy Chuong CMC, chanh
xtr Giuse Hién, dé xin Ngai dang Thanh L& & mot
gido xir My nao dé ¢ vung Midway. Thong cam va
hiéu duoc hoan canh kho khan cua ho, cha Chuong
da nhan 16i va dong thoi Ngai cling muon dugc nha
nguyén cia cac Soeurs Dong Chtia Chién Lanh dé
ctr hanh Thanh L& Phuc Sinh dau tién cho ho. Sau
d6, ho da cung véi cha Chuong dén gido xtr
Columba dé xin cha Paul Lafontaine, chanh xir St.
Columba, cho muon nha thd dé ctr hanh céc nghi
thirc phung vu va cac sinh hoat khac. Pugc cha La-
fontaine chap thuan, vao Chua Nhat ngay 26 thang
9, 1993, cha Chuong dd dang Thanh L& dau tién va
day cling la ngay khai sinh hg dao. Tur do6, du ban
ron vdi cong viée gido xur, cha Chuong cling da hy
sinh dé t6i dang Thanh L& cho ho dao mbi thang 2
1an vao ltc 4:00 chiéu.

Ngay 20 thang 2, 1995, Ptric Téng Giam Muc Harry
Flynn bd nhiém cha C6 Téma D6 Minh Tam lam
phu ta cho cha Chuong trong viéc coi soc muc vy
cho giao dan Viét Nam tai giao xtr St. Columba.
Cha Cb Tam 1a linh muc cta gido phan Vinh Long
va Ngai dén tir Uc sau bi Cong San tryc xudt Ngai
khoi Viét Nam sau hon 13 nim cam ti. Dudi su



huéng dan ctia cha Chuong va cha Tam, con s gido
dan trong ho dao ngay mdt tang 1én: tir 25 gia dinh
t6i 60 gia dinh vao nim 1997. Bé hop thirc hoa cho
viéc cham s6c muc vy, cha Chuong da cong khai
thiét 1ap ho dao tai gido xir St. Columba 13 “ho 1&”
ctia gido xtr Thanh Giuse Hién vao ngay 9 thang 7,
1997. Trong thoi gian nay Nhém Gia Pinh Man Coi
duogc thanh 1ap (thang 10 nam 1996) va sau nay
duoc doi tén thanh Hoi Pén Ta.

Ngay 21 thang 9, 1997, cha Jim Ng6 Hoang Khoi,
CMC duoc bd nhiém l1am cha sé giao x{r Thanh
Giuse Hién thay cha Chuong. Tir ngay vé nham xu,
cha Khoi da quan tam rat dic biét t6i ho dao nay va
sau khi c6 budi hop v&i Ban Pai Dién, cac ban
nganh doan thé, Ngai di soan thao va ban hanh ban
ndi quy cuia ho dao vao Chua Nhat Lé Phyc Sinh
nim 1998 va dong thoi Ngai ciing dat tén cho ho dao
thanh Cong Poan Me Pong Cong tryc thudc gido xtr
Thénh Giuse Hién. Nam 1999, Doan Thiéu Nhi
Thanh Thé dugc thanh 1ap va Poan ciing chuyén lo
vé chuong trinh Gido Ly Viét Ngit cho cac em.
Trong nhiitng ndm nay, vi khong c6 phong hoc, nén
cac 16p gido 1y phai hoc rai rac trong nha tho, base-
ment, va bén nha cac Thay Dong Phanxico.

Tt d6 cong doan Me Dong Cong cang ngay cang
phat trién vé con so 1an nhu cau muyc vu. Trong khi
cha C6 Tam da vé huu vi stic khoe va cha x{r Giuse
Hién lai qua ban ron v6i cong viée clia gido x{r nén
khong thé dap ing duge cac nhu cau doi hoi ciia
cong doan, Ban Pai Dién da nhiéu lan hop véi cong
doan va sau khi da tham khao y kién véi cha x&r
Thanh Giuse Hién, da goi thu xin Dong Pong Cong
g0 thém cha quan nhiém dé dic trach coi soc cong
doan. Ngay 12 thang 4, 2002, nha Dong dé goi cha
Andrew Nguyén Hong An vé 1am quan nhiém cong
doan. Thoi gian ¢ v6i cong doan, cha Hong An da
tan tam phuc vu dé phat trién va thing tién doi song
ctia cong doan. Chuong trinh gbi banh chung/tét dé
phuc vu cong doan trong nhing ngay Tét duoc thuc
hién trong thoi gian nay. Cong doan cling da tau
duogc can nha tai duong Lexington dé 1am vin phong
muc vu va déng thoi cling 1a noi cha Quan Nhi¢m 6.

Ngay 18 thang 6, 2007, cha Gioan Baotixita Nguyén
Dinh Hoang dugc buc Téng Giam Muc bd nhiém 1a
cha s¢ St. Columba va kiém nhiém luén Cong Doan
Me Pong Cong. Thang 9, 2007 Tong Gido Phan da
quyét dinh tach roi Cong Poan Me Pong Cong khoi
gido xtr Thanh Giuse Hién va sat nhap vao gido xir

St. Columba. Tur day mdt trang st mdi cua Cong
DPoan Me Dong Cong dugc ghi thém. Tir nay Cong
Poan Me Dong Cong khong con 13 mot cong doan
biét 1ap khoi cac sinh hoat cua gido xir St. Columba,
ma la tr6 nén mot phan quan trong trong doi song
thang tién va phat trién cua giao xir St. Columba.

[Tro lai voi lich s gido xur St. Columbal

Sau nhiém ky cua cha Paul LaFontaine, Dtic Tong
Giam Muc bd nhiém cha Daniel Conlin (2000-2004)
lan cha s¢ gido xtt. Voi nd lyc cia mot linh muc tré,
cha Conlin mubn tu sira lai cac co s& cua gido xu da
bét dau xudng cap. Cha Conlin d3 van dong giy quy
dé thay mai nha tho, truong hoc, chay dudng chi
gach ngoai clia cac buc tuong, sira sang lai phan
trong cta nha tho va nha nguyén. Chi phi cho viéc
tu stra nay 1én t6i $500,000. Vao nam 2005, nha tho
va truong hoc da dugc tu stra xong. Ciing trong thoi
gian ndy, truong hoc bat dau c6 dau hiéu thiéu hoc
sinh ghi danh trim trong. Dén thang 6, 2004, véi
con s6 hoc sinh ghi danh 13 140 em, Tong Giéo Phan
budc phai dong cira truong hoc dé két thuc mot
truong hoc Cong Gido da ton tai va phuc vu gido xir
St. Columba va vung Midway trong 82 nam qua.
Cha Conlin ciing duoc thuyén chuyén trong thoi
gian nay.

Sau khi dong cira truong hoc, Tong Gido Phan bd
nhi¢m cha Thomas Thakadipuram (2004-2007) la
linh muc du hoc nguoi An D6 1am cha quan nhi¢m
gido xr. Trong thoi gian ndy, nhidu gido dan da roi
gido xu. Tur ngay nham xt, cha Thakadipuram da
thao luan véi hoi déng muc vu va voi gido dan nhiéu
lan dé phat hoa hudng di méi cho gido xir va Ngai
ciing da soan lai phuong cham dé thich nghi véi
hoan canh méi cua gido xtr. Bén canh d6, dé c6
thém ngéan khoan chi tiéu cho gido xtr va ciing dé tra




b6t ng ma gido xur co, gido xir da tim nguoi dé cho
mudn truong hoc. Trong nhiing ndm qua, truong
hoc cuia gido da c6 mot vai trudng cia cac sic dan
khéc t61 mudn, nho vay ma tai chanh cua gido xur
cling on dinh hon.

Vo nam cudi nhiém ky, sau khi tham khao véi ban
¢d van cla Téng Giao Phan va hoi déng muc vu, cha
Thakadipuram dé xuét viéc sat nhap Cong Poan Me
Pong Cong vao gido xtr St. Columba dé 1ap nén mot
giao xr da van héa. Viéc sat nhap nay s€ mang lai
loi ich 1au dai cho sy phat trién va 6n dinh cta ca hai
cong doan: My va Viét. Puc Tong Gido Muc ciing
da dé v dén mot linh muc tré Viét Nam, 1a nguoi con
ctia Gido X Thanh Giuse Hién, duoc thu phong linh
muc nam 2005 va hién dang lam pho xtr St. Bernard
va thong thao ca hai ngén ngit Viét -M§

Ngay 18 thang 6, 2007, Ptrc Tong Giam Muc Harry
J. Flynn d4 bo nhiém cha Gioan Baotixiata Nguyén
Dinh Hoang lam cha s¢ St. Columba. Viéc bd
nhiém nay da dua gido xtr St. Columba t6i1 khtc
quanh lich su.

Ngay vé nhan xir cha Hoang da phai d6i dién véi
viéc tim nha thau dé khoi cong viée xay dung thang
méy bén trudng hoc; dong thoi ciing tim nha bank dé
muon kinh phi cho téng cong trinh nay 1a $525,000.
Ngay 30 thang 3, 2008 1a ngay khadi cong cho méot

trong nhitng cong trinh tu sira dat nhat trong lich sir
gido xtr. Thang may dugc xay ndi lién v4i trudng
hoc ¢ bai diu xe sau cua truong dé tao phuong tién
dé dang cho nhimng ngudi 16n tudi di chuyén luc &
bén truong hoc. Cung ndm do, vao thang 5, 2008,
da tiéc gdy quy dau tién do cong doan Viét Nam
dung ra to chie dé xay dung du 4n thir hai ctia gido
xtr: do 1a n61 rong bai ddu xe cho nhiing nguoi 16n
tudi va tan tat ké bén hong nha tho. Voi dy 4n nay,
gido x{r d& mua thém Y% 16 dét ctia cac Thay Dong
Phanxico. Kinh phi xay xong cho bai dau xe méi
nay la $75,000. Hai nam sau, bai dau xe sau nha tho
cta gido xtr cling dugc tu stra lai. Tir ngay cha
Hoang vé nham x{r, mot sd tu sira trong nha tho, nha
X, va truong hoc cling dugc Ngai thuc hién: stra va
thay lai hé théng dién trong nha tho va truong hoc,
danh bong lai ban ghé trong nha tho, thay tit ca cac
ctra s6 trong nha xt, gdn may lanh bén nha nguyén.
Ngoai ra gido x{r ciing mua xe truck dé i tuyét trong
nhiing thang mua dong dé bét di chi tiéu cho gido
xU.
Ngoai viée tu bd va sira sang cac co so, cha Hoang
cling quan tim dén viéc phat trién doi séng tam linh
cho giao xr. Mot trong nhiing uu tu hang dau cua
cha Hoang 1a tiép can va tao diéu kién cho gidi tré
dugc co hdi phuc vu gido xtr. Ngay tir nhitng ngay
dau, Poan Thiéu Nhi Thanh Thé di duoc Ngai quan



tdm déc bi¢t nho vay ma Poan cang ngay cang phat
trién. Tir mot Poan Thiéu Nhi c6 khoang 40 em véi
2 huynh trudng ngay nio ma gio da co gan 150 em
va ¢6 gan 20 huynh truong. Chuong trinh Gido Ly
Viét Ngit ciing di vao né nép 6n dinh véi sb luong
va chit lugng. Céc 16p Gido Ly Viét Ngit duoc
chia theo tu6i va dugc chia ra tir I6p mam non téi
16p 9 va duoc tu do str dung cac phong hoc bén
truong hoc 1am 16p hoc. Céc hdi doan dugc cha xu
quan tdm nhiéu hon. Ho6i Cac Ba Me Cong Gido
dugc thanh 1ap vao Chtiia Nhat ngay 29 thang 8,
2010. Cac 16p gido 1y Tan Tong va Hon Nhan dugce
mé déu dac mdi nam dé dap cac nhu cau can thiét
clla moi nguoi.

Bén canh d6, cha Hoang climg ddi dién véi viée sat
nhap hai cong doan thanh mdt gido xr da van hoa
tuy nhién mdi cong doan van giir duoc sic thai riéng
ciia minh. Vao céc dip Gidng Sinh va Phuc Sinh,
hai cong doan cung cdng tac trong cac nghi thirc
phuc vu. Bén canh d6 céc chuong trinh sinh hoat
chung cting dugc phat trién manh mé, dic biét nhat
la chuong trinh hi chg cua gido x. Tur mot hoi
cho ctia gido x&r v6i tong thu nhap khoang $10,000
té1 mot hoi cho ma téng thu trén $100,000 thi qua la
mot budc nhay xa va dai. Tai chanh cia gido xtr

trong nhirng nam gan day on dinh va virng vang hon
nhiéu so v6i nhitng nam trude day.

Tir ngay cha Hoang nham xir d¢én nay, Cong Poan
Viét Nam da tang con s giao dan dang ké: tir
khoang 120 ngudi tham dy Thanh L& Chta Nhat
vao nam 2007 t61 khoang 600 nguodi vao nam 2014.
Gi4o x{r ciing d3 c6 nhirng budc chuyén minh dé
cang ngay hai cong doan My va Viét xich lai gan
nhau hon trong sinh hoat va trong tam tinh.

Vao Chtia Nhat that 4m ap cua Ngay 28 thang 9,
2014 toan thé gido x&r Saint Columba da mimg ky
niém 100 nam thanh 1ap. Ngay mung ky ni¢m la
mot ngay tuyét voi va dang nhd nhat trong lich sir
clia gido xtr khi ca hai sic toc: My va Viét cung
mung chung trong madt su kién lich st cua gido xtr
Saint Columba. Hon 800 nguo1 con cua gido xur da
tu tap bén ngudi Cha Gido Phan 1a Ptic Tong Gidm
Muc John Nienstedt, cung mot s6 cac cha cyu chanh
xu: cha Leonard Seibenaler, cha Roger Carroll, cha
Dennis Evenson, cha Paul LaFontaine, va cha cuu
pho xir Gregory Skrypek, dé dang Thanh L& va du
tiéc mirng Ta On tai khuon vién thanh dudng cua
gido xtr. Phan van nghé ngoai trdi véi sy hop tac
gitta ban nhac Viét va ban nhac nguoi Ai Nhi Lan.

100 thanh 1ap gido xir da d¢ lai trong tm hon nhiing
nguoi con gido xit mot tdm tinh hanh di¢n cho
nhiing gi gido xtr da lam duoc; dong thoi ciing
hudng 10ng dé bay to long biét on dén nhitng nguoi
da c6 cong xay dung, bao ton, va phat trién gido xu.
Xin Chua, qua sy chuyén cau ctia Me Maria, Thanh
Giuse, Thanh quan thdy Columba, tra cong boi hau
cung ban dbi dao Thién An cho tat ca ngudi con clia
gido xtr. Xin cho moi nguoi con cua gido xtr ludn
biét gan bo va chung tay xay dung dé tiép tuc phat
trién gido xtr trong nhiing trang sir ké tiép nay.
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Saint Columba, Our Patron Saint

olumba  was

born in 521

Gartan, Done-

gal, in the north
of Ireland. On his father’s
side, he was great-great-
grandson of Niall of the
Nine Hostages, an Irish
high king of the 5th cen-
tury; while Columba’s
mother was also de-
scended from a king of
Leinster and was related to the royalty of Scottish
Dalriada. He was baptized in Temple-Douglas, in
the County Donegal parish of Conwal by his teacher
and foster-uncle Saint Crunathan.

He was educated and ordained as deacon at Moville.
He then studied at Leinster and continued his stud-
ies at Clonard, where he was probably ordained as
priest. Columba had a love for literature and some-
time around 560, he became involved in a dispute
with his mentor, Abbot Finnian, over a manuscript
Columba copied at the scriptorium. The dispute
eventually led to the Battle of Cul Dreimnhe in 561,
during which many men were killed. As penance for
these deaths, Columba suggested that he work as a
missionary in Scotland to help convert as many peo-
ple as had been killed in the battle.

He exiled himself from Ireland, and in 563,
Columba and a dozen companions set out for north-
ern Britain. Columba was kindly received by Conal,
King of British Scots, and allowed to preach, con-
vert, and baptize. On the isle of Iona, Columba
founded the celebrated monastery which became a
school for missionaries and the center for the con-
version of the Picts.

Columba, then, made long journeys through the
Highlands of Scotland to bring the Gospel to the
people there. For thirty years, he evangelized, stud-
ied, wrote, and governed his monastery at Iona. He
supervised his monks in their work in the fields and
workrooms, in their daily worship and Sunday
Eucharist, and their study and teaching.

Columba died peacefully on June 9, 597, while
working on a copy of the Psalter. He had put down
his pen, rested a few hours, and at Matins was found

:

dead before the Altar, a smile on his face. For many
years after his passing, Columba’s influence was felt
in the Celtic lands and abroad. Columba’s mission at
Iona led to the conversion of Scotland and of the
north of England. Columba’s life contributed to Ire-
land becoming one of the monastic hubs of Europe,
with the culture of Ireland dominated by monaster-
ies and monastic leaders. His feast day is on June 9.

Thanh Columba sinh vao khoang nam 521 tai thi
tran Alster, phia bic Ai Nhi Lan (Ireland). Cha Me
cua Ngai thuoc dong doi hoang toc. Ngai dugce ruea
toi va dugc theo hoc tai Moville va ciing tai noi day
Ngai dugc thy phong Phé Té. Sau d6 Ngai theo hoc
tai Leinster va dugc goi téi Clonard hoc tiép va c6 1&
Ngai da dugc thy phong linh muc noi day.

Nim 543, Ngai t6i Ulster and séng tai day khoang 15
nim dé truyén gido va thanh lap nhiéu cong doan tu
hoi rai rac ca nuée Ai Nhi Lan

Nim 563, cing v6i 12 nguoi than, Ngai dén Iona,
mot ban dado nam bén bo bién cua nuée Scotland.
Noi day Ngai thanh 1ap mot nha dong 16n nhat viing
Christendom. Ngai danh nhiéu thoi gian dé truyén
gido cho nguoi dan Scotland. Ngai da rira t6i cho vua
Brude viing Inverness va da truyén gido cho ca viing
Pictland. Niam 575, Ngai tham du cong nghi ¢ Ire-
land va d3 thuyét phuc thanh céng cho phu nit khoi
phai tham gia quan d¢i. Tai Iona trong thoi gian,
danh tiéng dao duc, doi séng khic khd, va cac phép
la cua Ngai da 16i kéo nhiéu nguoi t6i véi dong cua
Ngai. Ngai mat vao ngay 9 thang 6 nim 597.

Cudc doi cua Ngai da bao quat phan 16n tai Au Chau.
CAc luat dong do Ngai soan thao cling da dugc nhiéu
nguoi don nhan va di theo. Ldi séng thuc tién cua
Ngai da c6 stc anh huéng dén doi séng caa nhiéu
nuée, nhat 1 cac nuée Ireland, Scotland, Northum-
bria. Vi 16i séng thanh thién cia Ngai ma Gido Hoi
da phong Ngai 1a Thanh va I& kinh Ngai dugc ming
hang nim vio ngdy 9 thang 6.

Taken From: Dictionary of Saints and Encyclope-
dia
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A Note From the Editor:

It was a great responsibility to undertake the retelling
of St. Columbas history. It was a task that I took
very serionsly. I wanted to do justice in telling the story
that happened long before my years at St. Columba. 1
relied heavily on the work, previous writings and bulle-
tins of Fr. Casey and the pastors that followed him. 1
hope that I have conveyed the same sense of pride that
they shared when writing of our beloved parish.

It was not possible to re-tell every story and recall every
event spanning one hundred years. Those stories are
yours to retell and share among your family and
friends. Often times, these stories get better with age
and your own enmbellishment.

Lastly, thank you for your patience as this project took
longer to accomplish than Fr. Hoang and I had ever
dreamed it would. 1t is my sincerest hope that you enjoy
the book and learn some new information that yon
might not have known about onr early years and how
we arrived at where we are today.

Respectfully Submitted,
Cindy Smetana,
Parish Office Manger
2005 to present
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